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COUNCIL CHARGES FORCE CHANGE OF VENUE
Therecentlyimposedchargesof£3.50 an hourmakesit impossiblefor usto

continueto usethe Conferenceroomof theCivic Centre and the December1980meeting
andthe1981programmeof lectureswill nowbeheldin Millfield HouseArtsCentre,
SilverStreet Edmonton,N.9. Wehopethatmemberswill continuetogiveus theirsupport
andcometo thenewvenue.

Millfield Housewasuntila fewyearsago,part of St. DavidsHospitalandhasonly
recentlybeenredecoratedand openedas an Arts Centre. Thereareseveralwell proportioned
roomsavailableforuseby local societiesandit will be possibleto offerrefreshmentsin the
formof teaor coffee. Thepremisesarealsolicensedandbar facilities areavailable.

Toaddto thesenseof occasionin thisverypleasant mee ngplace ourmeetingswill
openat 7.30p.m. whichwill givemembersan opportunitytoreadthenoticeboardfornews
of archaeological interestand to see whatother societies in the area are doing. The
publicationstablewill continueto be mannedwherebooksandreportswill beon sale.
Exhibitionsof archaeologicalmaterialwill bearrangedfromtimeto time,

Thelectureswill commenceat 8.00 p.m., and,aspreviouslymentioned,it is hoped
to arrangeabreak for refreshmentsduringtheevening.
HOW TO GET THERE Millfield Houseis situatedat the westernendof Silver Street
Edmonton,a few yardsfromtheCambridgeRoundaboutto which281and217busesrun along
the CambridgeRoadfromEnfield Town. 4 and102busesrun fromSouthgateto theCambridge
Roundaboutand thenalong Silver street. Membersapproachingfromtheotherdirectioncan
get abusalongtheHertfordRoadto theRegalcinema(alas,nowa bingohall) andthen
eithergeta bus alongSilverStreetor walk the1100yardsinvolved. Somemembersmayfind
it moreconvenientto get a train to Silver Streetstation andto walk or catcha bus from
there. For thosewho comeby car, there is someparkingspace in thegroundsof Millfield
House.

We believethatall theforthcominglecturesareworthmakingthe effort to cometo
thenewvenue,andonceyouhaveestablishedthebusroutesand thefrequency andtimesof
trains, it will not seemso difficult after all!



FORTHCOMING EVENT
PLEASENOTE THAT MONTHLY MEETINGS, INCLUDING DECEMBER1980

WILL NOW BEHELD IN MILLFIELD HOUSEARTSCENTRE,SILVERSTREET,
EDMONTON, N.9. FOR DETAILSOF HOW TO GET THERESEE FRONT
COVER.

3rd December,Wednesday Millfield HouseArts Centre,
Silver Street, EdmontonN.9.
8.00 p.m.

ENFIELDATWAR1914- 1918 GeoffreyGillam
Whenthenewsof ourdeclarationof waronGermanyin August1914wasannounced

to thepeoplepresentat a concertbeinggivenfromthebandstandon ChaseGreenEnfield,
thewholeaudienceleaptto its feetandcheeredandsangpatrioticsongs. Thiseuphoria
soonfadedasthedeathtoll mountedon thebattlefieldsofFranceandelsewhere.

Hereat homepricesroseandtherewerefoodshortages. In spiteof appealsfrom
theauthorities,someof thebetter-offsectionsof thecommunitybegantohoardfood;
onecustomerpurchasedalmosttheentirestockof a local shopwhichthenhadto close
forseveraldaysuntilfreshsuppliescouldbeobtained!Thefoodsituationwasnot
finally relieveduntil rationingon a nationalscalewasintroducedin 1916.

Therewereair raidswhenbombsfromGermanairshipsandlateron fromGothaand
Giant bombers,fell in Edmonton,EnfieldandSouthgate.Considerableexcitementwas
causedwhena Germanairshipwasshotdownover Enfieldand crashedin flamesat Cuffley.
Hundredsof peoplemadetheirwayfo thewreckageonly to find themselvesstrandedand
theyhadtowalkmanymilesbeforetheycouldobtaintransporthome

This isthestoryof eventsinthethreedistricts,whichnowmakeuptheLondon
Boroughof Enfield, duringtheperiod1914- 1918.It endswithalookat someof the
monumentsto the dead of that war.

Forthosememberswho are interested,patriotic songsand military musicof the
periodwill be playedbetween7.30 and 8.00 p.m.

14thJanuary, Wednesday Millfield HouseArts Centre,
Silver Street, Edmonton, N.9.
8.00 p.m.

THEARCHAEOLOGY OFMESOPOTAMIA IanJones,B.A. A.L.A.
Fromthe5thmillenniumB.C. thefertilevalleysandfloodplains of theTigris

andEuphrateshavebeanhometoa successionof highlycultivatedandbloodthirsty
civilisations,fromtheSumerians,firstseenin alltheir glory in the3rdmillenniumB.C.,
to the IslamicculturewhichreacheditsheightwhileEuropewallowedin theMiddleAges.



The culturecalled Ubaidianafter thesite whereit wasfirst recognised,and the
succeedmgUrukandprotoliteratephasesdevelopedtheskillsandtechniquesof building,
craftsmanshipandeventuallywriting, allied with increasinglycomplextradeand
sophisticatedreligious and political organisationsthatsaw its first great flowering during
theSumerianperiodfromabout2750B.C. TheSumeriansdevelopedin thepotentially
fertileareaon thelowercoursesof thetworiversbetweenthemarshesof thesouthandthe
northernuplands, theheartof laterAssyria. The needto organisecomplexirrigationworks
in ordertosurvivelad to thesophisticatedandoftenunbelievablybureaucraticsociety. Its
brilliantculturewasfirstdramaticallyshownto theworldby theexcavationsof Sir Leonard
Wooley at Ur in the1920's- excavationsof o veryhighstandardfor thetime.

Political powerebbedandflowedbetweenthecity-statesof Mesopotamiauntil the
24thcenturyB.C. whenSargonof Akkadfirst imposedunityon thecitiesof theplains.
after Akkadwasdestroyedby theGutian mountaineers,Sumeriancultureexperienceda
revivaluntil it collapsedin chaosat thestartof the2ndmilleniumB.C. Afteranother
periodof chaosBabylonunderitsgreatestruler Hammurabi,achievedalmosttotal
ascendancyfor thefirsttime. Thecity-statesflourishedwhetherunderalienruleor not
andtherecentexcavationof thepreviouslyalmostunknownandnowrathercontroversial
city of Ebla, addsfurtherdepthto ourpictureof thearea,

Fromabout16008.C., the Assyrianpeopleof thenorthextendedandconsolidated
their control of the highlandsand later the plains, Under a successionof able rulers, this
savagelyefficientmilitarymonarchybecamethenewforces ofMesopotamiancivilisation.
Thebehaviousof theAssyrianstowardsenemieswaslittle different,morein scaleperhaps,from
earlierandlatercultures. Whatis hardfor ustoaccept is thewaytheygloriedin it, as
theirartshows.Onewondersaboutthementalityof a rulerlikeAshurbanipalwhocould
dineandrelaxwithhiswife in a beautifulgarden,with thefreshlyseveredheadof the
late king of Elamswingingfroma nearbypalm-tree;and havethe scenerecordedfor
posterityto boot! It wasanotherEnglishman,AustenHenryLayardwhofirstrevealed
thiscivilisationfo theworldin themiddledecadeof the19thcentury- andprovidedthe
BritishMuseumwith muchof itsunparalleledcollectionof Assyriansculpture.Thestrain
of maintaininga large empireby methodsnot exactly guaranteedto inspirelove and devotion
led to its collapse in 612B.C. to be succeededby theshort-lived neo-BabylonianEmpire
itselfsucceededby thePersianEmpireafteritsconquestbyCyrustheGreat in 540 B.C.

Mesopotamianowfell underpermanentforeigndominationthoughherartandculture
continuedto influenceherconquerors.Persiafell to theEmpireof AlexandertheGreatand
hissuccessors,itselfsucceededby theParthianandSassanianEmpireswhileRomehovered
onthe fringes,butdespitetheeffortsof TrajanandSeverus, failed to imposeherpresence.
TheArab conquestin the7thcenturyA.D. led to a final floweringwhichhasleft usthe
tiled mosquesof Isfahanandthepaintedminiaturesof Persia. LaterTurkishrule led to
stagnationanddecayuntil the20thcenturyfoundsomefurtherusesfora rathersmelly
materialthattheSumerianshadusedin placeof cement.

Overa centuryof excavationsin Mesopotamiahasleft uswitha vastwealthof
treasures,buildingsanddocuments.We cannothopeto look at themall, but I hopethe
mixtureof old favouritesandnewdiscoverieswill give a pictureof whatwas I fed,
despitesomeof thepreviouscomments,oneof theworld'smoreattractivecivilisations.



11thFebruary,Wednesday Millfield HouseArtsCentre,
Silver Street, Edmonton,N.9.
8.00p.m.

ROMAN LONDON - G.P.O. SITE,NEWGATE STREET
THE ROMAN LEVELSREVIEWED SteveRoskame

Thesite is200yardsnorthof 5t. Paulsand300yardseastof Newgate.It lies
a few yardssouthwestof there-entrantcausedwhenthewallsof theRomanfortwere
incorporatedin thelater city wall ofLondinium.

The earliestRomanfeaturewasa circularhutboundedbyaditchand datingto
the50's A.D. Thiswassucceededby tworectangularstructuresalignedon theRoman
streetlaid out to thesouth. Thesebuildingsweredestroyedbyfire, probablyduring
the Boudiccanrevolt. Latefirstcenturyburialsimplythatthispartof theCity was
outsidetheofficial urbanareaupto theendof theFirstcentury.Substantialindustrial
buildingswereplacedonthesiteaspartof a: planneddevelopmentduringtheearly.
secondcentury,accompaniedbya hugebrick-earthquarry. Thecommercialpremises
weredestroyedby fire duringthe reignof Hadrianbutwereimmediatelyrebuiltwhich,
in thewordsof theexcavator, "showstheresilienceof theRomaneconomyat thattime".

Thereportof theseexcavationswasgivenat a recentconferencearrangedby the
LondonandMiddlesexArchaeologicalSociety.

It isan interestingsiteandprovidesanexampleof theusefulnessof longterm
excavationsasresearchprojectswithin rescuearchaeology,andhowtechniquesof open
areaexcavationallow usto ask, andsometimesanswer,qualitivelydifferenttypesof
questionsabouttopographicaldevelopmentthanispossibleonotherkindsof excavations.

In thecaseof theG.P.O. site, newlight hasbeenshedonthe industrial
developmentin thispartof theCityandthisin turngivesusmoreinformationabout
theeconomyof RomanLondonand, tosomeextent,of theProvince asa whole.

NEW MEMBERS we welcomethe following newmembersof theSociety: Mr. G. Maslem,
Miss K. Stoddart-Hayes,Mr. and Mrs. L. Harvey, Mrs. A. MacAuley, Mr, and Mrs.G.
Thompson,Mr, T. Frost, Mr. D. Inward,Mrs. D. Canniford, MissM. Cannifordand
Mrs, C. Howard.

CONGRATULATIONS To memberCharlotteBlair whohasbeenmadea freemanof the
City of Londonfor her researchworkconcerningtheparishboundariesof theCity.


