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| COUNCIL CHARGES FORCE CHANGE OF VENUE

The recenHy nmposed charges of £..5C an hour makes it impossible for us to
continue to- use the onizrence room of the Cwnc enhe, and the December 17.0 meeting
and the 171 progr'mme of lectures will now be held in i4illfield House ‘rts Centre, .
silver Straef; Edmonton, 1.9, e hope that members will continuz ‘o give us their support -
and come to the new venue.

“illfield House wrs until a few years ago, part of St. ’:-jviy:js Hpspitql any has only
recently baen redecorater! and opered as an rts " :ntre. There are sever | well proportionec
rooms available for use by local sociatizs an< it will be ossible o oifer r=freshments in the
form of tzu or coffee. The premises are also licensod and brr <~cilities <re available. | ;

To add to ihe sense of occasion in this very plleas':nt_meeﬁng pla_e, our meetings will
osen at 7...0 ».m. which will give members an opportunity to read the notice boaru for news
of archazologi al intzrest and to se: what oiher so ieties in the arza ra doing. Ths
aublications table will continue to be manned wher > books and reports will be on sal 2.

E hibitions of archaeological materi | will be arranged from time to tima

The I :ctures will ommence ai  .0C p.m..and, as prewous!/ ma ‘,noned, it is hoped

to arrange > braak .or refreshments curing fhe evenmg

H: 3“ T3 GET THERE  ilifield House is situate. at the western en.’ of Silver trzet,
Fdmonton, a rew yars.s from the Cambriuge " oundabout to vhich 7l ‘inu 717 buses run along
the ambridge Road from Enfizld Towa. 4 an . 102 buses run irom Southg~i: to the Cambridge
Roundabout and then along Silver Street. /dembers asproa ~hing from the other direction cin
get = bus along the Hertiord .oad to the %egal cinema (alas, now a bingo hall) and then™ "
either get a bus.along silver Streei or walk the 11C3 yards involved. >ome members may find
it more zonvenient to get a train to “ilver “trect st~tion and to wilk or -itch - bus from
there. -“or those who come by car, thz.2 is some parking space in the grounds of Millfield
Hous;e. 5 . LA

> believe that all the forthcoming lectures dre worth making' the'effort to' come to
the new venuz, and on-e you have 3stablished: the bus rouies andithe frequency and times of
irains, i will not seem so diificult afterall’ - ' o



FURTHCO MIMG EVENT
PLE3E MOTE THAT MONTHLY FEETINGS, INCLUDIF G ECEMBER 190

WHLL N3V BE HELY IN MILLFIELD HOUSE ARTS CENTRE, SILVER STREET,
EDMONTON, N.9. FD DET*IL> OF HOW TO G:IT THELE >EE FRONT

Y B s coeemmmse e o s s e e .
3rd December, ‘Vednesday Millfield House Arts Centre,
Silver Street, Edmontenti 9.
‘ ¢.00p.m.
ENFIELD ATV AR IRI4 - 1916~ = - Geoffrey Gillam

When the news of our declaration of w~r on Germany in ."ugust 1914 was announced
to the people present at a concert being given from the bandstand on Chase Creen Enfield,
the whole audience leapt to its feet and cheer ed and sing patriotic songs. This euphoria
soon faded as the death toll mounted on'the battferields of France and elsewhere.

Here at home prices rose and there were food shortages. In spite of appeals from
the authoritiss, some of the better-off sections of the community began to hoard iood;
onz customer pur:hasad almost the zntire stock oi a local shop which then had to close
ior sevaral days until frash supolies could be obtained’ The food situction was not '
finally relieved until rationing on a nation~l scate was introduced in 171,

. Therz warz air rais when bombs from G erman cnrshms, and later on from Gotho and
Giant bombers, .ell in Edmonton, Enfield dand Southgate. Considerable excitemeént was -
caused when ~ German airship ws shot down over Enfield and crashe. in flames at x_u.flay
Hundreds of peonle made their way fo the wreckage only to find themsel ves stranaed and o
they had to walk many miles before they could obtain trinsport home .

© This is the story of events in the three districts, which now make up the London
Borough of Enfield, during the perioc 1714 - 191:.. "It ends with a Iook at some of the
monuments to the dead or that war. :

For those members who are |nter°sted, patriotic songs and mmtary music of the
period will be nlayed between 7.:0 and .00 p.m.

1 4th Jonuory, Yednesday | ', : ‘ A tillfield Hows e ."rts ';entre,
Silver »iveet, Zdmonton,N .7,
.00 0.m.

THE RCHANEOLOCY IF MESOPOTAMI : lan Jones, B..\., “.L...

From thz 5th millenium B.C. the fertile valleys and flood pl~ins of the Tigris
and unhrates have besn home to o succession of highly cultivated and bloootharsty
civilisations, from the Sumerians, first seen in all their glory in the & J millenium B.C.,
to the Islamic culture which r2a hed its height while Europe wrllowed in the Middle = ges.




* The culture called Ubaidian aofter the site where it was {irst recognised, and the
succeeding Uruk and protoliterate phases developed the skills and techniques of bunldmg,
craftsminship and eventually writing, allied with increasingly complex frade and
soohisticated religious and political organisations that saw its first great flowering during
the Sumerian period from about 2750 8.C. The Sumerians developed in the potentially .
fertile area on the lower courses of the two rivers between the marshes of th2 south and the
northern uplands, the heart of later Assyria. The need to organise complex irrigation works
in order to survive lad to the sophisticated and often unbelievably bureaucratic society. Its
brilliant culture was first dramatic~liy shown o the world by the excavations of Sir Leonard
‘\.f‘."oqlley at Ur in the 1920's - excavations of o very high standard for the time.

?olitical power ebbed and flowed between the city-statas of Mesopotamia until the
24th century B.C. when Sargon of "kkad first imposed unity on the cities of the plains.

. fter /.kkad was destroyed by the Gutian mountaineers, Sumerian culture experienced a
revival until it collapsed in chaos at the start of the 2nd millenium B.C. /\fter another
perlod of chaos Babylon under its greatest ruler Hammurabi, achieved almot total
ascendancy for the first time. The city-states flourished whether under alien rule or not
and the recent excavation of the previously almost unknown and now rather controversial
city of Ebla, adds further depth to our picture of the area.

From about 1600B.C., the "’ \ssyrian people of the north extended and consol idated
their control of the highlands and later the plains. Under a succession of able rulers, this
savagely efficient mil |tary monarchy became the new forcesof Mesopotamian civilisation.
The behavious of the /\ssyrians towards enemies was little different, more in scale perhaps, from
earlier and later cultures. V'hat is hard for us to ac cept is the way they gloried in it, as
thefr art shows. Jne wonders about the mentality of a ruler like /\shurbanipal who could
dine and relax with his wife in a beautiful garden, with the freshly severed head of the
late king of Elam swinging from a nearby palm-tree; ~and have the scene recorded for
nosterity to boot’ It was another Englishman, Austen Henry Layard who first revealed
this civilisation to the world in the middie decade of the I9th century - and provided the
British fAuseum with much of its unparalleled collection of Assyrian sculpture. The strain
of maintaining a large empire by methods not exactly guaranteed to inspire love and devotion
led to its collapse in 612 B.C. to be succeeded by the shert-lived neo-Babylonian Empire
itself succeeded by the Persian Empire after its conquest by Cyrus the Great in 540B.C.

- Mesopotamia now fell under permanent foreign domination though her art and culture
continued to influence her conquerors. Persia fell to the Empire of /\lexander the Great and .
his successors, itself succeeded by the Parthian and Sassanian Smpires while kome hovered
on the fringes, but despite the efforts of Trajan and Severaus, failed to impose her presence.
The .rab conquest in the 7th century .*.D. led to a final flowering which has left us the
tiled mosquest of Isfahan and the painted miniatures of Persia. Later Turkish rule led to
stagnation and decay until the 20th century found some further uses for a rather smelly
material that the Sumerians had used in place of cement.

Over a century of excavations in Mesopotamia has left us with a vast wealth of
treasures, buildings and documents. V/e cannot hope to look at them all, but | hope the
mixture of old favourites and new discoveries will give a picture of what was | fed,
despite some of the previous comments, one of the world's more attractive civilisations.




11thFebruary,Wednesday Millfield HouseArts Centre,
Silver Street, Edmontor.9.

8.00p.m.

ROMAN LONDON - G.P.O. SITE,NEWGATE STREET
THE ROMAN LEVELSREVIEWED SteveRoskame

Thesite is 200/ardsnorthof 5t. Paulsand300yardsastof Newgatelt lies
a few yardssouthwestf there-entranttausedvhenthewalls of theRomarfortwere
incorporatedh thelater city wall of Londinium.

The earliestRomarieaturewasa circularhutboundedby aditch and datingto
the50's A.D. Thiswassucceedeldy tworectangulastructureslignedon theRoman
streetlaid out to thesouth. Thesebuildingsveredestroyedyfire, probablyduring
the Boudiccarevolt. Latefirstcenturyburialsimplythatthispartof theCity was
outsidehe official urbarareaupto theendof theFirstcentury. Substantiaindustrial

buildingsvereplacedon thesiteaspartof a: plannedlevelopmenduringtheearly.

seconatentury accompanidaly a hugebrick-eartlgquarry. Thecommercigremises
weredestroyedyy fire duringthe reignof Hadrianbutwereimmediatelyebuiltwhich,

in the wordsf the excavator, "showghe resilienceof the Romareconomyat thattime™.
Thereportof theseexcavationsvasgivenat a recentconferencerrangedy the
Londorand MiddlesexArchaeologicabociety.

It isaninterestingiteandprovideanexamplef theusefulnest longterm
excavatioms researchprojectswithin rescuearchaeology,andhowtechniquexd open
areaexcavatiorallow usto ask, andsomdimesanswer gualitivelydifferenttypesof
guestionabouttopographicalevelopmerthanis possiblen otherkindsof excavations.

In thecaseof theG.P.O. site, newlight hasbeenshedonthe industrial
developmeintthispartof theCity andthisin turngivesusmoranformatiaabout
theeconomypf Romahondorand, to someextent,of the Province aa whole.

NEW MEMBERS we welcomethe following newmembersf the Society: Mr. G. Maslem,
MissK. Stoddart-Hayes,Mr. and Mrs. L. Harvey, Mrs. A. MacAuley, Mr, and Mrs.G.
ThompsonMr, T. Frost, Mr. D. Inward,Mrs. D. Canniford, MissM. Cannifordand

Mrs, C. Howard.

CONGRATULATIONS To membe€harlotte Blair whbasbeen madea freemarof the
City of Londonfor her researchwork concerningthe parishboundarie®f the City.



